The members of the Southeast Division of the AAG Honors Committee in ≤≠≠≥ included: Holly Hapke, chair (East Carolina University); Betsy Pyle, chair-elect (West Virginia University); Carl Dahlman (University of South Carolina); John Rodgers (Mississippi State University); and Heather Smith (University of North Carolina-Charlotte). On behalf of the Southeast Division of the Association of American Geographers, the Honors Committee extends warm congratulations to all of the ≤≠≠≥ award winners.
research honors award
The Research Honors Award recognizes a person who has amassed a significant record of high quality scholarship while also demonstrating research leadership at the institutional and organizational levels. The Honors Committee is happy to bestow this award to Dr. Kathleen Parker of the University of Georgia.
Dr. Parker earned her M.S. and Ph.D. in Geography from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. In ∞Ω∫∞, she joined the faculty at the University of Georgia, where she has held the position of full professor since ∞ΩΩ∑. Dr. Parker is one of the leading scholars in biogeography, ecology, and physical geography in which she has made fundamental contributions to the understanding of the relationships between desert plants and their physical environments. Her work in the Sonoran Desert, for example, examined the growth rates, population dynamics, ecological relationships, and basic life history characteristics of several columnar cactus species. Dr. Parker's research has, furthermore, bridged the areas of biogeography and geomorphology by demonstrating the strong linkages between geomorphic characteristics and the population dynamics of plants.
Dr. Parker's recent research is particularly groundbreaking and noteworthy. She is using genetic marking techniques to examine geographic variations in cultivated plants in northern Arizona with the objective of reconstructing pre-Columbian vegetative and agricultural patterns in this locale. This is a highly innovative approach, and Dr. Parker is one of the very few geographers who possess expertise in genetic analysis.
Dr. Parker's publication record has been highly productive. She has authored or co-authored ∂≠ refereed articles and book chapters that have appeared in the top journals of the discipline, and her research has been cited ∞∑∏ times. This research record is complemented by a solid record of grants funded by the National Science Foundation. Particularly noteworthy is her record of securing NSF Doctoral Dissertation Grants with her studentsshe has secured no fewer than five such awards. In addition to this outstanding re-search record, Dr. Parker is recognized as a top instructor and service-oriented citizen of both her department and the Southeastern Division of the Association of American Geographers.
outstanding service award
The Outstanding Service Award recognizes an individual who has demonstrated exceptional commitment to the organizational welfare of the discipline of geography. This year, the Honors Committee is very pleased to honor Dr. Tyrel ''Tink'' Moore from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte.
Dr. Moore is the quintessential model of selfless, hard-working service to the discipline. He has been an active member of SEDAAG for over ≤∑ years and has provided a broad array of professional service to the Southeast Division. Dr. Moore has been elected to ∞≥ SEDAAG offices and committees, including President, Vice President, the Honors Committee (which he chaired), the Local Arrangements Committee, the Audit Committee, and the Tellers Committee. He has also served as North Carolina's state representative to the Executive Committee. In all of these roles, Dr. Moore has demonstrated a strong commitment and willingness to do what needs to be done for the regional division.
In addition to his significant official service to the region, Dr. Moore has made a number of other less obvious contributions to geography. He has conducted numerous workshops, symposia, seminars, and guest speaking engagements, most of which have focused on some aspect of the discipline. He has also served as a welcoming and helpful mentor to junior faculty and students alike. Furthermore, Dr. Moore's contributions to his institution and the broader Charlotte community have made him a real force and respected voice in local and regional affairs. merle c. prunty, jr. scholarship Merle C. Prunty, Jr. was an influential advocate for the discipline of geography and its practitioners. SEDAAG awards the Prunty Scholarship to an outstanding undergraduate student in the region with the hope of encouraging her or him to pursue a professional career in geography. In ≤≠≠≥, the Honors Committee received a very strong pool of nominations and decided to award the Prunty scholarship to Gwyneth Moody from the University of Georgia. Jeanne Markwardt from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro received the distinction of Honorable Mention.
Gwyneth Moody is earning a double major in geography and anthropology at the University of Georgia and is planning to attend graduate school in geography to pursue an interest in political ecology. Ms. Moody is an outstanding student with an overall GPA of ≥.∫≤. She has been named Presidential Scholar numerous times and was granted the University of Georgia Board of Regents Study Abroad Scholarship. In fact, one of the most impressive aspects of her record is her extensive travel and multiple study abroad experiences in Oceania, Southeast Asia, and Central America and the manner in which she has combined this experience with her formal studies. The Honors Committee is very pleased to honor this bright, active and articulate student and wish her the best in her professional endeavors. student honors paper awards SEDAAG conducts a competition for the best student paper at the Master's and Doctoral levels. The recipient of the Master's Award receives $∂≠≠, and thanks to the generosity of John Fraser Hart, the recipient at the Doctoral level is awarded $∞≠≠≠. In ≤≠≠≥, ∞∑ students submitted papers to this competition. Ten finalists were selected to present their papers in two honors sessions in the SEDAAG annual meeting program.
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